
Common Core  – Definition and History
The Common Core State 
Standards were devel-
oped as a result of the 
desire to create a consis-
tent standard of expec-
tations, rigor and knowl-
edge to best prepare 
students for college and 
career readiness across 
the country.  These stan-

dards in English Language Arts and Mathematics 
proposed to increase the demand for higher order 
thinking and align standards nationally to be on par 
with the top-performing countries across the world.  
The first draft was released in 2009.  Forty-five states, 
including Massachusetts, now include the Common 
Core State Standards in their state level frameworks 
and curriculum.  

Massachusetts voted to adopt the standards in 2010.  
Historically, the curriculum in Massachusetts has 
long included high expectations and rigor.  Many, in 
fact, see Massachusetts as a model for the common 
core in many ways as students have continually 
have performed well on national and internation-
al assessments.  After Massachusetts adopted the 
Common Core State Standards, the standards were 
reviewed and became the foundation for the 2011 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for English 
Language Arts and Mathematics.  Two transition 
years followed with full implementation expected in 
all of the Massachusetts public schools during this 
school year, 2013-2014.  

Impact on Curriculum and Instruction
Several key features of the Common Core State 
Standards notably impacted the curriculum.  Below 
are the most noteworthy changes from our previous 
curriculum to the 2011 Massachusetts Curriculum 
Framework.

English Language Arts:
•	 Promotion	 of	 students’	 ability	 to	 read	 and	 com-

prehend increasingly complex texts
•	 Promotion	 of	 students’	 ability	 to	 respond	 to	

increasingly complex texts in writing while provid-
ing analysis and incorporating evidence

•	 Promotion	of	 informational	texts	as	well	as	 liter-
ary texts

•	 Promotion	of	the	literacy	instruction	across	sub-
jects and content areas, not just in isolation of the 
English Language Arts curriculum

•	 Promotion	of	a	growth	in	research	skills

Mathematics
•	 Promotion	of	increased	focus	through	identifica-

tion of priority skills at each grade level
•	 Promotion	 of	 increased	 coherence	 across	 and	

between grade level skills
•	 Promotion	 of	 clearly	 defined	 skills	 that	 include	

both understanding and application of concepts 
and computation



Assessment  
The federal government supported the Common Core 
State Standards through its Race to the Top legisla-
tion.  This legislation provided grant funds for curric-
ulum development and training for teachers, as well 
as creating conditions for implementation, including a 
common assessment system.  Massachusetts is part 
of, PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Career) one of two national assess-
ment consortiums. This assessment could replace 
MCAS over the coming years.  At minimum, we will 
be field-testing and utilizing the test as indicated by 
the state beginning this spring and into 2014-2015.  A 
future newsletter will provide up to date information 
on the new assessment and its impact.  We do know 
that MCAS will remain the determining assessment for 
graduation requirements through the class of 2018.  

Our Current Status 
The curriculum of the Duxbury Public Schools aligns 
with the 2011 Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks 
in English Language Arts and Mathematics and thus 
the Common Core State Standards as adopted by 
Massachusetts. Curriculum updates and modifica-
tions occur as an ongoing process.  We continually 
reflect on our implementation of the standards as 
well as our effectiveness of implementation as shown 
through our data and assessments.  

What’s Next?  
•	 Assessment	 plans	 from	 the	 Department	 of	

Elementary and Secondary Education continue to 
emerge.

•	 Massachusetts	 releases	 the	 draft	 of	 its	 new	 sci-
ence curriculum that is a result of a national 
science curriculum effort, The Next Generation 
Science Standards.  We expect full implementation 
of these changes for the 2015-2016 school year.   

•	 We	 continue	 to	 follow	 active	 Massachusetts	
Curriculum Frameworks in all other content areas, 
including Social Studies.

Resources
Duxbury’s Curriculum via district web page:
Curriculum and Instruction/ Curriculum/Curriculum 
Maps by Subject
http://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/Page/58
 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks via 
Department of Elementary and Secondary web page:
www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html

Common Core State Standards information:
http://www.corestandards.org

Students from DMS’s ICOF Aquaculture 
Club presenting Dr. Abe of Caribbean 
Harvest with a check for $1,000.00 which 
they raised during the 2012-2013 school 
year. The money will help support Island 
Creek Oyster Foundation’s and Dr. Abe’s 
“Tilapia for School Children” program, 
which installs tilapia cages in a village 
in Haiti. The proceeds from the sale of 
the communally raised fish will pay for 
the teachers’ salaries, school supplies 
and to feed the children twice a day.


